Queen's Gate Terrace, London, SW7 5PR, UK. A stamped addressed envelope must be supplied. Completed forms should be returned by the closing date of 31 October 1985. In December a short list of candidates will be drawn up and in January 1986 candidates will be selected. By February, the results will be published, and successful candidates will be expected to start their travels within the year. Grants will be given to cover all necessary expenses, including a stay overseas of up to eight weeks.
Technician education
Barnet College, in conjunction with local employers, set up an Animal Technician Foundation Course, designed to help students experiencing difficulties with numeracy and communication (see LA 18, 391) . This course has now been successfully running for a year, during which time both employers and tutors have seen a noticeable improvement in the students -not only in their academic abilities but in their confidence to tackle tasks they previously would have been reluctant to undertake. This view is reitorated in the students' remarks about themselves. The course has overcome the difficult task of teaching people who have, in many cases, failed the school system and have become disenchanted with education in general.
All students who attended the course will be presented with a Certificate, indicating completion, and also a Profile of Achievement. The profile is not a pass or fail approach based on the 'norm' in the rest of the group, or on some set of criteria laid down at the beginning of the course. It is a series of statements emphasising the personal progress of each student, providing each one with a positive record of successes, and the employer with a practical and tangible assessment of achievements.
Experiences of the past year have shown that there is a definite need for a course of this nature, not only for students who will stop at this level, but for those progressing to other examinations in the field of animal technology. Further information about the course is available from Dr M. Dinsley, Barnet College, Wood Street, Barnet, Hertfordshire, ENS 4AZ, UK.
Book reviews
Legislation affecting the veterinary profession in the United Kingdom. 1984. Pp. 104 . London: The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. £5.50.
The fourth edition of this booklet covers the important aspects of the legislation affecting the veterinary profession in the United Kingdom as it stood on 1 June 1985.
Bearing in mind that the aim of the booklet is to summarize the important points of current legislation it succeeds in what it sets out to do. However, a veterinary surgeon working in a specialized field would need to study the appropriate legislation in more detail.
There are ten chapters, each covering the legislation relevant to one topic. Of particular interest to the laboratory animal veterinary surgeon would be the chapters on animal disease control and the import and export of animals and animal products, animal welfare, controlled drugs and medicinal products, practice of veterinary medicine and surgery, and the miscellaneous chapter which covers the use of firearms.
Inevitably the 1984 edition is already out of date. For example, barbiturates are now controlled drugs under the Misuse of Drugs Act (1971) . There should be mention of the Council of Europe's Convention on the Protection of Experimental Animals and the UK Government's plans to amend the Cruelty to Animals Act (1876) .
Amendment sheets are produced annually detailing the changes that have occurred in the previous twelve months. The first of these will be available shortly. Provided it is used with the appropriate amendment, the booklet will prove invaluable as an initial reference on legislation for veterinary surgeons working in most fields. The cost of £5.50 plus £1.50 for each amendment sheet seems somewhat excessive, although it is available at a reduced price of £2.75 to students and trainee veterinary nurses.
S. M. Whitehead Balk stresses the difficulties of sample size and monitoring frequencie.s-giving frank information about the interpretation of contradictory laboratory, clinical and pathological data, and pointing out the most important infectious agents. For toxicological studies rats infected with sialodacryloadenitis virus is of increasing importance. R. Heywood reports cumulative death rates for two rat strains (CDR, CFY) and one mouse strain (CFLP). Hamm's short paper on health monitoring in oncological studies shows very clearly the effect of latent virus infections (Sendai, MHV, PVM) on the tumor rate and life span in long-term oncological studies with different chemical compounds. He suggests special rules for health monitoring in these oncological studies which differ from the ones given previously for breeding units by Balk.
The second part of the book contains four articles on genetic monitoring and genetic standards needed in biomedical research. H. Hedrich describes the methods used in genetical monitoring which have been introduced over the last ten years for rats and mice,. such a~H-Ioci by skin grafting or serology, protem and Isoenzyme determination by electrophoresis and osteometric measurements (mandible, ulna). J. Klein's talk and the discussion of other papers (c. M. Lang) shows the need for such monitoring, but also the difficulties encountered in trying to introduce these new methods. Bail et aI, describe a breeding study carried out to validate the genetic origin of the increased rate of cleft palate observed in a teratological rabbit study. E. Klein's paper on molecular aspects of leucogenesis in the AKR mice gives a glance at host-virus interactions and mouse genetics. I found this contribution very stimulating and hope that we will hear more about this aspect in the future. Equally stimulating was the paper by D. W. Nebert about the Ah-Iocus and its role in regulating the induction of the cytochrome P,-450-detoxication mechanisms of the cytochrome. The article also contains a list of inbred strains of mice classified in this aspect.
The remaining time was allocated to seven papers on environmental monitoring for toxicology, oncology and pharmacology studies, new research frontiers and animal welfare. Much of this information has been published extensively during the last eight years.
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The articles and discussions contained in this book wiIl b~a helpful guide for every laboratory animal sCientist to check and complete his own level of professional responsibility.
K. Gartner Laboratory animal science has in many ways developed as a 'spin off' from funded scientific research originating in other disciplines. Knowledge concerning housing, husbandry and management has, however, depended much more on historical usage, commonsense, established procedures and experience rather than scientific investigation. As a result, the potential introduction of new legislation has precipitated a need to collect together what scientifically based information is available in an attempt to provide a background for the eventual production of a Code of Practice. This book represents a record of the meeting whose aim was to provide a discussion forum concerning current knowledge and techniques and to provide a baseline for future action. Although originally prepared in two parts these have been amalgamated in a single softback volume.
Part one deals with the session concerning laboratory rats and mice. Part two covers dogs, cats, rabbits, guineapigs and laboratory primates. Each session represents the results of the discussions of the working group originally set up by the central planning group to look at the problems of a particular species or group of species. The papers presented at each session were commissioned by the specific working group as a means of highlighting current knowledge, while poster presentation gave an opportunity for short communication to encourage general discussion.
In summary, although this publication has demonstrated the successful culmination of a period of intense research it has also shown how much still remains to be done. Indeed in some areas, especially concerning primates, the need for further properly funded research would seem to be imperative. However, having said this, the book may still be considered as a comprehensive cross section of current information.
M This book deals with some methods of sedation and anaesthesia in experimental and domestic animals, referred to in the title. It begins by covering the general principles of anaesthesia, and the necessity to examine and sedate the animals prior to anaesthesia. Induction, recovery, replacement fluid therapy and postanaesthetic care are mentioned separately. Application techniques for known anaesthetic and sediltion agents are given: the anatomical structure of each injection site is explained. Inhalation anaes-
Contents of other laboratory animal science journals
Laboratory Animal Science thesia, intubation and passive ventilation are discussed and combined techniques are offered. The various methods for monitoring anaesthesia are also mentioned. Of value to the experimentalist will be the discussion of the physiological effects of some anaesthetic agents. Normal clinical and haematological parameters are given. Additional references are listed after each chapter.
Both the research worker and practising veterinarian will find this book a valuable source of practical information for appropriate anaesthesia and effective animal care.
K. Bonath
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